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biological research. The book is an indispensable one to workers in biology, and 
scientific libraries should see to it that it is placed within the reach of students. 

La suggestibility. Par Alfred Binet, Docteur es sciences, Directeur du labora- 
toire de psychologie physiologique de la Sorbonne (Hautes-Etudes). Avec 
32 figures et 2 planches hors texte. Paris: Schleicher Freres, Editeurs, 15, 
rue des Saints-Peres. 1900. Pages, 391. 
M. Binet has already contributed a volume on intellectual fatigue to the Li- 
brary of Pedagogy and Psychology published in Paris by Schleicher Freres. His 
present second volume on Suggestibility is a very important one, from both the 
psychological and the educational point of view. As for psychology, he has given 
an historical and technical resume of the experimental work that has been done in 
the field of suggestion, and has added to the means already at our disposal new 
methods of his own. As for pedagogy, the material contained in the present vol- 
ume is of a character that should be carefully studied by every scientific educator. 
The purpose of M. Binet's work is to discover tests of the relative suggestibility of 
individuals without recourse to hypnotism and similar methods. The importance 
of substituting normal suggestion for hypnotic suggestion cannot be underrated. 
Although with M. Binet one may be disposed to regard hypnotism as a method of 
first rank for the study of mental pathology, it is incontestable that the hypnotic 
method, which in a measure enthralls its subject, has many grave drawbacks : it 
is not successful with all persons ; it provokes serious and sometimes painful dis- 
orders in others ; and it usually imposes upon its subjects habits of automatism 
and servility that have led certain authors, among them notably Wundt, to pro- 
nounce the hypnotic method as immoral. Hypnotism has been accordingly for- 
bidden in the schools and the armies of Europe, and has been relegated entirely to 
the clinic. 

Suggestion, although often confounded with the method of hypnotism, is essen- 
tially different. It does not produce automatic obedience on the part of the sub- 
ject, nor suspend his will and critical judgment. The methods which M. Binet has 
described in the present work have, in fact, no practical connexion with hypno- 
tism, but are essentially pedagogic in character. They have been applied by him 
time and again in the schools under the watchful eyes of teachers and instructors, 
without provoking more emotion or exaltation than ordinary dictations and exer- 
cises. The experiments have been of advantage even to the pupils themselves, in 
directing their attention to sources of error and in cultivating their attention and 
independence of judgment. 

We cannot go into the details of the methods of M. Binet and of his American 
colleagues who are working in the same direction ; suffice it to say that he has 
given in his work, besides the history of his subject, a full description of his exper- 
iments in connexion with the suggestion of directive ideas, reproduced his "inter- 
rogatories," and added his reflexions and results on the subjects of imitation, sub- 
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conscious movements, etc. The upshot of his investigations is that we are without 
question now in the possession of tests capable of measuring individual suggestibil- 
ity without recourse to hypnotism, and that consequently a classification of indi- 
viduals in this regard is possible. The work is written with the lucidity for which 
M. Binet's expositions have always been known. fi. 

CEuvres philosophiques de Leibnitz. Avec une introduction et des notes. Par 
Paul Janet, Membre de l'lnstitut; Professeur a la Faculty des lettres de 
l'Universit£ de Paris. Deuxieme Edition revue et augmented. Paris : Felix 
Alcan, 108 Boulevard Saint-Germain. 1900. Pages, I., xxviii, 820; II., 
603. Price, 2 vols., 20 francs. 
M. Paul Janet died in November, 1899, just as the second edition of the pres- 
ent excellent edition of Leibnitz's philosophical works was nearing completion, and 
M. Boirac, rector of the Academy of Grenoble, was deputed by the publisher to 
complete M. Janet's labors, especially to supply a bibliography. It is not generally 
known that Leibnitz published only a few treatises during his life-time, and that 
the best part of his works appeared posthumously, — a fact which clearly appears 
from M. Boirac's bibliography. According to Bodemann there were in 1889 still 
1500 unpublished letters by Leibnitz in the Royal Library at Hanover. A brief 
but admirable introduction on the philosophy of Leibnitz has been written by M. 
Janet, who has also interpersed the text with critical and explanatory annotations. 
The two volumes contain the New Essays on the Human Understanding, the 
Theodicy, many minor treatises, and much of Leibnitz's philosophical correspon- 
dence, ji. 

The Philosophy of Religion in England and America. By Alfred Caldecott, 
D. D., Professor of Logic and Mental Philosophy in King's College, London; 
formerly Fellow and Dean of St. John's College, Cambridge. New York : 
The Macmillan Co. 1901. Pages, xvi., 434. Price, $2.50. 
In view of the fact that the literature of the philosophy of religion is composed 
of many different expositions, all of which are conceived by their authors to be a 
definitive solution of the problem at issue, it has seemed fitting to Dr. Caldecott that 
a conspectus of what has been done all over the field should be presented for the 
information of the benighted students of this department of speculative inquiry. 
Further, from a therapeutic point of view, the author believes that ' ' a survey of 
the past and a comparison of the methods which compete for our acceptance in the 
present is the remedy needed by the tendency to agnosticism on the one hand, and 
the apparently chaotic advocacy of incompatible systems on the other ; " and such 
a survey it is the aim of his volume to supply. In doing this, he has not gone be- 
yond the limits of the literature of Great Britain and America, and has begun with 
the period following the Reformation. He has classified the theistic philosophies 
as belonging to the following thirteen types : (1) Intuitional Theism ; (2) Demon- 



